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PREFACE

This report, "A Historic Grounds and Resource Study, the
Cowpens Naticnal Battlefield, COWP-H-2," has been prepared to
satisfy the rescarch needs as enumerated in meetings with the
Superintendent of Kings Mountain National Military Park, Land-
scape Architect Jim Kiryakakis of the Denver Service Center,
Mr. Al Swift and Dr. Allan Kent of The Harpers Ferry Center,
and Historical Architects John Garner and Hugh Miller. Its
purpose is:

(a) to provide a documented description of the vegetative
cover and roads at the Cowpens as they appeared on January 17,
1781

(b) to trace the history of white settlement of the
area, to ascertain the whereabouts of "the cowpens," and to
document subsequent land ownerships in the area

(¢) to document construction dates and evaluate the local
significance of structures included in the Cowpens National
Battlefield, and te make recommendations regarding their
further study or removal

(d) to study the construction history of the Washington
Light Infantry Cowpens Monument and

(e) to secure information on the burial sites of those
killed at Cowpens, and to identify other areas needing archeo-
logical investigation.

To accomplish these tasks, all available primary and
secondary source material focusing on the battle and area,

" both published and in manuscript form, at the Library of

Congress, the Natiomal Archives, the South Carolina and North
Carolina Departments of Archives and History, and at the
Spartanburg and Cherokee County Courthouses were examined.

A number of local historians and descendants of early settlers
were interviewed. Microfilm of pertinent portions of the
"Draper Collection" was reviewed,

Many persons have assisted in the preparation of this
report. As always, particular thanks are due my friends and
associates at Kings Meountain National Military Park--
Superintendent Ben Moomaw, Historian Jim Anderson, Ranger Doug
Thompson, Management Assistant Don Crawford, and Maintenance
Men Earl Huskey and Jerry Bowen for sharing their knowledge
and enthusiasm,
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Personnel! and elected officials of Cherokee and Spartanburg
Counties, South Carclina, were pleasant and helpful. In this
respect, I would like to give special commendation and recogni-
tion to Ruth K. Clary, Clerk of the Court of Cherokee County,
and her hard-warking staff.

Messrs. Ken Kitt, Harcold Devorme, and Robert Mackintosh of
the South Carolina Department of Archives and History worked
many hours pulling musty and little-used documeunts. The staffs
of the North Carolina Department of Archives and History and the
Spartanburg County Public Library were exceedingly helpful,

Without the assistance and encouragement of these kind
people--Professor Bobby Moss of Limestone College, State Repre-
sentative Sam Manning of Spartanburg County, local historians
Jack Blanton of Gafiney and Mrs. C. M. Moser of Shelby, and
longtime residents of the area, Mesdames Rosa Scruggs Garrett,
Ruth Hatchette, and Lillie Mae Scruggs, and Messrs, Boyce Martin,
General Price, and James W. Scruggs, this report would have been
stillborn,

My colleagues and friends Elmer O. Parker and John Luzader
shared their encyclopedic knowledge of the Revolutionary War and
early South Carclina histery, while Dr. Harry Pfanz and Barry
Mackintosh read the draft and made valuable suggestions. Histor-
ical Architect Hugh Miller of the Division of Park Historic
Architecture toured the area's historic structures, discussed
their significance, and made valuable suggestions for their pres-
ervation., Special thanks go to Archeclogist Jack Walker of the
Southeast Archeological Center for the deep interest he has
taken in the project and the many gems he has discovered and
shared, Dorothy Dean and Kathy Trujille had the most difficult
task of all, converting my scrawl into a typed document.
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I, THE BATTLEGROUND: A DESCRIFPTION

Although the battleground had no commanding geographic
features, the topography and vegetation were critical. The
battle was fought along the watershed between the Broad and
Pacolet rivers. A short distance to the left (northeast) of
the position occupied by the force led by Brig. Gen. Daniel
Morgan was the boggy ground where Suck Creek No. 2 heads. On
the Patriots' right (southwest) were Maple Swamp and the head-
waters of Long Branch of Island Creek. In order to turn
Morgan's flanks, the British would have to pass these bogs,
which recent rains had made more treacherous.

The Green River Road followed the watershed and made a
gradual ascent to its intersection with the road leading from
Coulter's Ford on the Pacolet to Island Ford on Broad River,.
This intersection was about 600 yards morthwest of Morgan's
command post. Northwest of the intersection, Lhe Green River
Road followed the Little Buck-Horse Creek watershed, The road
to Island Ford, northeast of the intersection, traversed the
Horse=-Suck Creek watershed, Southwest of the intersection,
the Coulter's Ford Road, after crossing Little Buck Creek, ran
along the Island-Little Buck Creek watershed,

These roads were little more than traces, and were prob-
ably not more than 12 feet wide.

The roads led through a sparsely settled frontier regiom.
Except for a few occupied clearings, the nearest located at
Will Abbett's place on Island Creck several miles to the
southwest, the region was undisturbed by white men. The area
where the battle was fought was an open wood of mature growth.
The ratio of hardwoods to pines was at least two to one. Of
the hardwoods, red oak, post oak, and white oak predominated,
There were also a number of hickory, along with scattered maple,
poplar, black and spanish oak, ash, chestnut, and dogwood.

There was little or no undergrowth in the open woocds, and
it was possible in the winter to see men moving about from a
distance of 500 yards. In addition, the woods offered no

obstacle to cavalry movements,

Because the woods were open, the ground supported a
growth of native grasses, on which cattle could browse,



On the headwaters of Little Buck (Cudds) Creek,. a short
distance west of the Green River Recad, was a ''small glade or
savanna.”" The glade, along with the creek bottoms, supported
a growth of cane--the favorite forage for Caxolina cattle.

Restoration of the core area to its appearance ca. 1781
will require obliteration of South Careclina Highways 11 and
110, and a number of access roads. The Green River (Mills Gap)
and the Coultter's Ford-Island Ford ¥oads should be restored and
maintained as historic traces. Amn archeological investigation
is required to establish the historic alignment of a portion
of the Coulter's Ford Road,



II, LAND OWNERSHIP: 1786-1942

A, The Daniel McClaren Crants, 1803-1850

L. Daniel McClaren Secures the Cowpens Battleground

The first white man to have fee title to the Cowpens battle-
ground was Daniel McClaren., He acquired title a number of
years after the classie battle, but before many pioneers

-moved into the area and secured fee title to lands on the upper

watersheds of Island, Horse, and Suck creeks. Title to the acre-
age, following the Revolutionary War, was vested in the state of
South Carolina. On February 19, 1791, the General Assembly

enacted legislation repealing certain sections of the Acts of

1784 and 1785 providing "the mode and conditions of surveying and
granting vacant lands within this State," and relating to "'the
granting and selling such lands within the State as are now vacant,
at the rate of ten dollars for every hundred acres." The Assembly,
taking cognizance that "all the valuable lands in this State" had
already been granted, provided that henceforth "such vacant lands"
may be "granted to amy citizen applying for the same, on paying the
fees of entry."l

Taking advantage of this legislation, Daniel McClaren of the
Spartanburg District, in late autumn 1802, commissioned William B.
Smith to survey for him two 1,000-acre tracts., With the plat for
Tract A, Smith filed a certificate reading:

South Carclina
Spartanburg District

Pursuant to a warrant from James Smith, Esq.,
Commissioner of locations for the said district,
bearing date the l4th of December 1802, I have
surveyed for Daniel McClaren one thousand acres of
land lying in the said district on the branches of
Island Creek, Buck Creek & Horse Creek, including
the battle ground of the Cowpens, bounded on the
North by the said McClaren's land, East by Abbett's
land, and on the South by William Abbett's land, &
West by Cantrell's land & unknown lands, and hath

1. Thomas Cooper, ed., The Statutes at Large of South
Carolina (Columbia, 1839), Vol. V, pp. 168-69.




such forms and have marked the kind & quantity as
the above plat represents [; copy of the subject
plat is found elsewhere in this report/. Surveyed
the 16th day of December 1802,

Recorded the 2lst day 9
of December 1802 by William B. Smith

To accompany the plat for the second 1,000 acres, a second
certificate was filed, which read:

South Carolina
Spartanburg District

Pursuant to a warrant from James Smith, Esq.,
Commissioner of locations . . . bearing the date,
the l4th day of December 1802, I have surveyed for
Daniel McClaren one thousand acres of land lying
in said district on the waters of Suck Creek, Camp
Creek, and Horse Creek . . . , including part of
the Cowpens battle ground, bounded on the North by
vacant lands, Northeast by lands unknown, East by
Moultrie & Williams lands, Southwest by McClarens
lands, & West by Scruggs lands, & hath such forms
and have marked the bounds & quantity as the above
plat represents [E copy of the subject plat is found
in this repo:ﬁ?. Surveyed the 16th of December 1802,

Two weeks later, after a review of the plats and certifi-
cates, Gov. James B. Richardson of South Carclina on January 3,
1803, granted to McClaren the two 1,000-acre surveys.4

The plats recorded to document McClaren's grants locate
the Cowpens battleground southeast of the intersection of the

2. Spartanburg County Plat Book A, Spartanburg County
Courthouse, Spartanburg, S$.C., p. 28, All Spartanburg County
Plat Books cited are found in the County Courthouse. McClaren's
name is also spelled McClary and McClarey. He, however, signed
his name "McClaren.' McClaren paid Surveyor Smith in gunpowder.
In 1800 the South Carolina Assembly substituted the term "district"
for "county" for this unit of local government. McClaren moved
to Bedford County, Tennessee, in 1808.

3, 1Ibid., p. 29.

4, Sonth Carclina State Grant Books, 1784-1820, South
Carolina Department of Archives and History, Columbia, S.C,
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Coulter's Ford and Green River roads. Streams located and iden-
tified on the plats were Island, Buck {Cudds), Horse, Camp, and
Suck creeks. A trail is shown leaving the Coulter's Ford Road
and leading northwest down the watershed of Horse and Camp
creeks,

Since he failed to make any improvements to the land,
Daniel McClaren evidently secured the 2,000 acres merely for
speculative purposes. Having moved to Bedford County, Tennessee,
McClaren on November 10, 1808, constituted Wilson Nesbitt "to be
my true sufficient and lawful attorney . . . to ask, demand,
receive, and secure from every person or from all persons . . .
all such sums or sums of momey, debts, goods, or effects as shall
be anywhere found due me."2

2, Daniel McClaren Disposes of His Land

Within 3 months, on February 6, 1809, McClaren had conveyed
title to most of his 2,000 acres on and adjacent to the Cowpens
battleground to Wilson Nesbitt for $100. In the deed the land
sold was described as a 2,000-acre tract, more or less, in
Spartanburg District on the waters of Suck, Camp, Horse, Island,
and Buck creeks, "including part of the Cowpens Battleground.”
The acreage was bounded on the northeast by lands of Moultrie and
unknown parties; on the southwest and west by vacant lands; on
the south by Scruggs’s land; on the southeast by William Abbett's
land; on the southwest by Cantrell's land; and was bounded else-
where by Matthew Abbett's real estate. It was identical to the
two 1,000-acre tracts granted McClaren on January 3, 1803, with
such matrks and lines as appear on the plats annexed to the
grants, except for about 150 acres adjoining Cantrell's survey
and William Abbett's land, and about 150 acres "adjoining the
battleground on the lines of Scruggs, Hainey, Earle, and
Williams,"®

Vol. 48, 222-23, All South Carolina State Grant Books are found
in this depository,

5. Spartanburg County Deed Book M, Spartanburg County Court-
house, Spartanburg, 5.C., p. 72, All Spartanburg County Deed Books
cited are found in the county courthouse.

6. Spartanburg County Deed Book L, pp. 411-12., In the mean=
time, Daniel McClaren had been convicted of "tampering with a
witness & sentenced to begin six months imprisonment and pay a
fine of three hundred dollars.,'" He, however, was pardoned by
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Two years later, on January 15, 1811, Daniel McClaren
sold the remaining acreage of his 2,000-acre Cowpens grant to
Joseph Gist of Union District for $50. The land conveyed was
in two tracts., Tract A, 300 acres, adjoined Cantrell's and
William Abbett's land. Tract B, about 100 acres, adjoined the
Cowpens battleground on the lines of "Scruggs, Earle, Williams,
and Hainey."/

Apparently there was a conflict in the deeds from McClaren
to Nesbitt and Gist. 7In the deed to Mesbitt, tract A was
described as consisting of about 150 acres, and tract B of about
100 acres. Both Nesbitt and Gist were absentee owners, so no
legal action was taken by either party to resolve the inconsis-
tencies in their deeds. Nesbitt, a capitalist and promoter,
used timber from the acreage he had purchased from McClaren as a
source of charcoal for the iron furnace he established on
Cherokee Creek in 1811.

3. The Gists Sell Their Cowpens Property

Joseph Gist died in 1836, but in the meantime he had conveyed
his Cowpens real estate te his sen, William,

On November 11, 1817, William Gist of Richland District
spld a2 25-acre tract adjoining the Cowpens battleground to
Richard Scruggs for $10. The tract was bounded by lands owned
by Scruggs, Haimey, Earle, and Williams, and was part of
tract B.5

Nine years later, on January 15, 1827, William Gist,
having moved to Union District, sold about 200 acres on the
waters of Island Creek to Richard Scruggs for $10., This tract
included all of Gist's land east of the Bulow brothers' lime,
held in Daniel McClaren's right, and was bounded by property
belonging to Richard Scruggs, Williams, Blackwell, Drury Scruggs,
Earle, and Nesbitt.® This 200 acres constituted the remainder
of tract B. ’ :

Gov, John Drayton "upon condition that he pay the sum of $100,
and be imprisoned until the sum be paid." Elmer Parker to
Bearss, Feb, 2, 1974,

7, Spartanburg County Deed Book M, pp. 343-44,
8. GSpartanburg County Deed Book R, p. &42.

9. Spartanburg County Deed Book Y, pp. 368-69,




On September 29, 1828, Richard Scruggs conveyed to his son,
Robert, in comsideration of his love and affection, a 200-acre
farm on Island Creck.

The boundary of the farm began at a red oak, mnear the

‘forks of the road, and ran South 5° East 143 poles to a chest-

nut; then South 83° West 86 poles to a post oak on an old
survey; then North 25% West 150 poles to a paost oak corner;

then West to a stake on the Bulows' line; then with the Bulows'
line to or near a black ogk, a corner of Earle's land; then with
Earle's boundary East 39 chains to a black oak corner; then
North to a stake; then due East to Williams's post ocak corner,
near the head of Suck Creek; and then Scouth with Williams's

line to the beginning.

This tract included land originally granted to Daniel
McClaren and George Williams by the governor of Secuth Carolina.l0
This property became the core of Robert Scruggs's place, and on
it he erected his home and other improvements.

Tract A was sold by the Gists to Jacob Price. On Febru-
ary 12, 1849, Thomas Gist of Union District sold to Mr, Price for
832 a 176-acre tract on the branches of Island Creek. In marking
the boundary, the surveyor began at a stake (Henderson Cash's
corner); then went North 11© East 40,10 chains to a red oak; then
North 779 West 41 chains to a stake; then South 120 West 38.60
chains to a stake (Cash’'s corner); and then South 770 East 41
chains to the beginning.l

4, Wilsom Nesbitt Loses Title to the McClaren Grants

Wilson Nesbitt's dreams of establishing an industrial
empire rooted in the irom industry of the upper Broad River and
its tributaries were shattered by numerous lawsuits brought
against him by his creditors. By 1830 Nesbitt was bankrupt.

In compliance with a writ levied by the Court of Common
Pieas for Richland District against the goods, chattels, and
lands of Wilson Nesbitt, Sheriff Alexander Vernon of Spartanburg
District was ordered to collect the court's judgment of 53,650

10, 1Ibid.
11. Spartanburg County Deed Book AA, p. 313.
7



in damages and costs in favor of Andrew Wallace. Property
belonging to Nesbitt that was seized by Sheriff Vernon included:
{a) the furnace tract of 7,503 acres, purchased from Daniel
McGlaren and others; (b) a 1500-acre tract, including the
Cowpens battleground, also purchased of McClaren; (c) the lime
kiln tract of 452 acres; (d) the Broad River tract of 529 acres;
and (e) the 300-acre Thicketty tract.

The five tracts were exposed to public sale at the
Spartanburg Courthouse on May 24, 1850. They were purchased by
A, B. Moore, B, J. Earle, P, M. Butler, A, P, Butler, Waddy
Thompson, and James H. Irby for $3,985.12

Five months before, on January 8, 1850, Robert Scruggs, to
perfect the title to his 200-acre farm, had purchased from Wilson
Nesbitt of Cherokee City, Alabama, for $5, his interest in the
two 1,000-acre McClaren grants. o

Grant A, 1,000 acres, was on the waters of Horse, Buck, and
Island creeks, and included "the Cowpens Battleground." This
tract was bounded on the southeast by Abbett's land, on the
northwest by Cantrell's land, on the northeast, northwest, and
west by an ¢old survey of an unknown date and McClaren's other
grant, and on the east by Abbett's and Williams's land.

Grant B, on the waters of Suck and Horse creeks, included
"part of the Cowpens Battleground," and in the original survey
it was bounded by a line running northeast and northwest by
Williams's land, northwest by Scruggs's and unknown lands, south-
west, west, and north by vacant lands, and southwest by
McClaren's land,l3

B. The James Steadman Grant, 1786-1851

1. Steadman Obtains a 2,482-Acre Grant

Five years after the Cowpens battle, and 16 years before
Daniel McClaren secured his grants, James Steadman, a Charleston
carpenter, commissioned Jesse Connell to survey for him several
tracts in the region between the Pacolet and Broad rivers.

12. Spartanburg County Deed Book U, pp. 362-63.

13. Spartanburg County Deed Book BB, pp. 433-34.



One of the tracts surveyed and marked consisted of 2,482 acres,
and was situated on the "head branches of Island Creek, branches
of Broad River and Buck Creek." The tract was adjacent to and
west of the Cowpens battleground.la [K copy of the Steadman
plat is found ir this report.

A study of the Steadman and McClaren grants leads to the
conclusion that they significantly overlapped. The western
boundaries of the McClaren grants intruded across the eastern
boundary of Steadman's land. Although the Cowpens battleground
is not identified on the Steadman plat, an unidentified road,
following the alignment of the Green River Road, is found on the
Suck and Island creeks watershed,

On April 2, 1787, Steadman, having filed a copy of the
Connell plat and having paid into the South Carclina Treasury
B39 0s. 1/4d., was granted title to the 2,482 acres by
Gov, Thomas Pinckney. The tract was reportedly bounded on the
south by Doctor's land, on the west and southwest by Harris's
land, and on the other sides by lands of unknown pwners,ld

2. The Steadman Estate Sells the 2,482 Acres

Because of the distances involved, Steadman was unable to
oversee his extensive landholdings in Spartanburg County. He
accordingly granted a power of attorney te Thomas Tod of Tyger
River. Tod was authorized "to enter into and take possession by
all lawful means whatever of a certain plantation" of 2,482
acres on "the head branches of Island Creek, branches of Broad
River and Buck Creek . . . granted to me on April 2, 1787."16

Steadman died within the year, and the power of attorney
was revoked, On January 24, 1799, his executors {(Charles
Steadman and David Haig) sold to John Lee 593 acres of the grant.
Laying off the boundary, the surveyor began at a stake and ran a

14, Plat of James Steadman, South Carolina State Plat
Books, lst Series, South Carolina Department of Archives and
Histery, Columbia, 5.C., Vol. 23, p. 192, All South Carolina
State Plat Books cited are found in this depository.

15. James Steadman's Grant for 2,482 acres, South Carolina
Grant Books, 1784-1820, Vol. 24, p. 7.

l6. Spartanburg County Deed Book F, p. 13,



1ine North 12° East 163 chains to a post oak; then North 77° West
4 chains to a post oak; then North 30° West 55 chains to a black
pak; then North 13° East to a black oak; then North 35°
East 37 chains to a post oak; then Noxth 55° West to a black oak;
then North 139 East 31.40 chains to a white oak; and then South
776 East 59 chains to the beginning corner. 1

On March 19, 1810, Elizabeth Steadman and the other heirs of
the deceased entered a bill of complaint in the Court of Equity
at Charleston. They set forth that they were entitled to certain
properties of the estate of James Steadman, particularly the land
owned by the deceased in Spartanburg District. They 'prayed” the
court for a writ of partition.

The writ was granted, and William H. Gibbes, master of the
coutt, was ordered to sell the land, after due public notice, to
the highest bidders. The highest and last bidders were John and
Charles Bulow of Charleston.

On June 14, 1810, Gibbes conveyed to the Bulow brothers the
following tracts owned by the Steadman estate:

(a) the 2,482-acre tract on ""the head branches of Island
Creek, branches of Broad River and Buck Creek,” less the 593
acres sold to John Lee in 1799;

(b} the remainder of a 426-acre tract on Pacolet River,
after deducting 150 acres sold by the executors to Richard Lee;
and

(c) a 767-acre tract on Chinqupen Creek.lB

John Lee, on August 4, 1800, sold 286 acres on Island Creek
to Anna Lee for Bl0 sterling. In describing the boundary, the
recorder began at a white oak on a branch of Island Creek and ran
a bearing North 12° East ¢ chains to a post cakj then South 77°
East 4 chains to a stake; then South 300 East 55 chains to a red
oak; then South 15° West 40 chains to a red oak; then South 35°
West 18 chains to (left blank); and then North 780 West 14 chains
te the beginning corner.

L7. Ibid., pp. 308-9,.
18. Spartanburg County Deed Book M, pp. 271-72.
19, Spartanburg County Deed Book L, p. 13.

10



A search of the Spartanburg County Deed Books failed to
disclose a conveyance from John Lee to another grantee for the
residual acreage of the tract sold te him by Steadman's execu-
tors in January 1799, In additien, during time allotted for
this project, it has been impossible to document to whom Anna
Lee conveyed her 286 acres of the Steadman grant.

The Bulows retained title to the Steadman Grant for
almost half a century. Finally, in the 1840s, Thomas Bulow
sold to Nathaniel Gist of Union District for $500 his interest
in "a tract on branches of Broad and Pacolet Rivers, being part
of the tract originally granted to James Steadman," According
to the plat prepared by Richard Thomson on October 13, 1839,
the boundary of this 2,690-acre tract began at a spanish oak
corner and ran South 772 East 130 chains; then Nerth 120 East
180 chains to Sulphur Branch of Suck Creek; then North 770 West
66 chains to a red oak; them South 57© West 24.50 chains to a
red oak; then South 13.55 chains to a stake; then South 770 59'
to a dO%WOOd; then South 99 West 117 chains to the beginning
COINET, 0

Nathaniel Gist on May 25, 1847, recorded the sale tg
Thomas Gist for 5160 his interest in the Steadman Grant,
Two years before, in February 1845, Nathaniel Gist had had John
Gibbs survey for him a 356-acre tract "on both sides of the
Green river road and near the celebrated battle ground called
the Cowpens.'" 1t was "gart of a grant originally granted to
James Steedman Eig."z Qx copy of this plat is found in this
reporg

C. The Byars Grant, 1826-1942

1., Byars Secures a Grant

Mathan Byars, a Revolutionary War veteran, moved from
Rutherford County, North Carolina, to the Cowpens in 1822. He
built a cabin and cleared and fenced a field at the intersection
of the Island (Coulter's) Ford and Green River roads.

20. Spartanburg County Deed Book BB, pp. 483-84,

21. Ibid., pp. 268-69.

. 22, Plat of Colomel N. Gist's 356 Acres, drawn by John Gibbs,

D.S., Feb., 17, 1845, files of Mrs. C. M. Moser, 713 West Graham,
Sheiby, N.C.
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In April 1826, Byars had Joseph Camp suvvey for him a 394-
acre tract in "the dist. of Spartanburgh on the head waters of
Island, Suck, and Buck Creeks including the Cowpens
Battle/ground/ and also his own house and plantation." As sur-
veyed, Byars's acreage was bounded on the east by lands belonging
to Richard Scru%%s and Earle, and on the other sides by lands of
unknown owners,

On the plat, a copy of which is found in this report, are
shown the Cowpens battleground, the Green River and Island
(Coulter's) Ford roads, Byars's house and field, and a number of
watercourses.

Gov. Richard J. Manning, on examining the plat and its
accompanying certificate, granted on October 2, 1826, to Natham
Byars, "his heirs and assigns,” a 394-acre tract or Zlantation
on the headwaters of Island, Suck, and Buck creeks. 2

An examination of the Byars, Steadman, and McClaren plats
shows that in 1826 Byars had been granted 394 acres of the 2,000
acres granted to McClaren 23 years before., McClaren had conveyed

title to most of the acreage in his grants to Wilson Nesbitt, who,

plagued by lawsuits, had failed to maintain and defend his title,
To the west Byars's grant intruded onto the acreage granted to
James Steadman in 1787 by Governor Pinckney. The parties to whom
the Steadman heirs had conveyed his 2,482-acre grant were absentee
owners. Although the plat prepared for Nathaniel Gist by John
Gibbs in 1845 shows a conflict, there were no court challenges.

2. Byars Loses His Grant

The Court of Common Pleas for Spartanburg District issued
on November 16, 1840,a writ of Five Facias in the suit of Samuel
Ezell against Nathan Byars. When Byars was unable to pay the
judgment, Sheriff A, C, Bomar of Spartanburg District was ordered
to levy $36.60 on his goods and chattels, with interests and
costs., To enforce the writ, Sheriff Bomar

seized and taken of the Lands and Tenaments of the sald
Nathan Byars all that certain piece parcel and tract of
land containing three Hundred Acres, more or less,

23, Spartanburg County Plat Book B, p. 393.

24, South Carclina State Grant Books, 1820-1848, 2d Series,
Vol, 4B, p. 59.
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adjeoining lands of Robert Scruggs, Richard Scruggs &
others, known as the battleground track . . . , on the
Head Waters of Little Buck Creek.

When the tract was offered for public sale in front of the
Spartanburg Courthousc door, the highest and last bidder was
James H., Ezell, one of Samuel Ezell's two sons, R. C. Poole,
who had succeeded Bomar as sheriff, on March 4, 1850, issued a
deed to "James Ezell, His Heirs, and assigns forever fto/ the
said piece parcel and tract , ., ., with its appurtenances.”

It has been impossible to determine how Byars disposed of
the 94 acres -- the difference between what he was granted in
1826 by Governor Manning and what was conveyed to James H. Ezell
by the sheriff's deed in 1850. There are several possibilities:
{a) Byars could have sold the 94 acres to another party and the
transaction was not recorded; (b) Byars and Nathaniel Gist may
have compromised their conflicting boundaries out of court; or
(¢) Byars and Thomas Thomas could have included this acreage in
the 2%2 acres they sold to Caberd McCraw on November 12,

1825.

3. The Cowpens Monument Tract
a) The Washington Light Infantry One Acre

Three months after the Washington Light Infantry of
Charleston visited the site and erected the Cowpens Monument,
James H, Ezell on July 9, 1856, sold to J. W. H. Legg, agent
for a group of Spartanburg ladies, the lot on which the monument
stood. The one-acre lot was conveyed to ''the Washington Light
Infantry of Charleston and their successors."

25. Spartanburg County Deed Book DDD, pp. 146-48.

26. In November 1823 Byars and Thomas had sold to McCraw
for 5131 a 2ll-acre tract on the Island Creek watershed. The
boundary of the tract began at a red oak and ran South 45° East
2.50 chains to a red oak; Lhen North 45 East 12 chains te a
post oak; then North 78° East 20 chains to a pine; then North
160 East 42 chains to a pine; then North 87° West 46.50 chains
to a red gak; then South 6° East 59 chains to the begimning.
Excluded from this tract were the 225 acres conveyed to Briant
Bonner by Susannah Walker in February 1823, Spartanburg County

Deed Book T, p. 135.
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In marking the boundary of the one-acre lot, Ezell began
at a stone corner on the southwest side of the "old Green River
road”; then with the road North 400 West 3 chains and 16 links
to a stome; then South 50° West 3 chains and 16 links to a
stone; then South 40° East 3 chains and 16 links to a stone; and
then North 50° East 3 chains and 16 links to the beglnnlng
A plat of the lot was prepared but not recorded. 27

b) The G. Lee Martin 59 Acres

On January 6, 1887, James H, Ezell conveyed to G. Lee Martin, a
grandson, his 59-acre Cowpens Monument tract, situated on
both sides of the Green River (Mills Gap) Road, This tract was
bounded by lands belonging to Robert Scruggs, Tench Blackwell,
J. V. Martin, and others,

In describing the metes and bounds, the beginning corner
was placed at a pine knot stake. The line then ran South 58-3/4°
West 31.80 chains to a post oak; then North 18-1/2° West 24.80
chains to a stone; then North 750 East 46.25 chains to a stake;
and then South 27-1/2° East 17.50 chains to the beginning.

One condition was attached to the conveyance: the grantor
excepted the "one acre whereon the monument stands belonging to
the Washington Light Infantry.'

¢) The Division of the G. Lee Martin Estate

G, Lee Martin lived on and farmed the 59 acres until his
death in 1906. He died intestate, leaving as heirs his widow,
Arminta Bell, and three children--Lillie Mae, Leona, and Boyce.

In 1920, the children having come of age and the daughters having
married, there was a partition among the heirs out of court.

On July 21, 1520, Arminta Bell Martin, Lillie Mae Scruggs, and Leona
Jolley conveyed to Boyce W. Martin "in consideration of recripro-
cal deeds" made by them and $1,360, their interest in a
19-2/3-acre tract, more or less, on both sides of the Creen River
(Mllls Gap) and Top Soil roads. The tract'was bounded by lands

27. Spartanburg County Deed Book EE, pp. 296-97.

28. Spartanburg County Deed Book ZZ, pp. 313-14.
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belonging to B. Z. and Leona Jolley, E, Hatchette, Arminta B, Martin,
and others.

The boundary of the tract began at a stake ("A. B." Martin's
corner); then North 25% West 5.53 chains to a stake (B, Z. and
Leona Jolley's corner); then with Jolley’s line South 71%° West
28.92 chains to a stake; then South 162 30' East 8.40 chains to
a stake; and then North 66° East 30.05 chains to the beginning.29

The aforesaid deed did not comvey to Boyce Martin his
mother's interest in the tract.

On July 24, 1920, "A, B." Martin, Lillie Mae Scruggs, and
Boyce Martin conveyed to B. Z. and Leona Jolley, "in considera-
tion of a reciprocal deed" and $1,311.11, a tract of about
19-2/3 acres on both sides of Green River (Mills Gap) Road. The
tract was bounded by real estate owned by V. E. Hatchette, Boyce

Martin, and others.

In establishing the boundary, the surveyor began at a stake
(Boyce W. Martin's corner); then ran a line North 25%° West 5.53
chains to a pine knot; then Scuth 76° 54' West 28,05 chains to a
stake (V. E. Hatchette's corner); then with Hatchette's line
South 162 30' East 8,40 chains to a stake (Boyce Martin's
corner): and then with Martin's line North 71%° East 28.92 chains
tc the beginning corner,

The heirs conveyed to "A., B." Martin a 22.6=-acre tract on both
sides of the Green River (Mills Gap) Road, bounded by lands
belonging to W. J. Davis, Major Blackwell, Boyce Martin, and
others. In tunning the boundary, the surveyor began at a pine
knot {the Davis and Broadus Champion cormer); then ran a line North
25-1/4° West 6.53 chains to a stake; then South 66° West 30,05

‘chains to a stake; then South 16.30° East 9.90 chains to a pine

knot; and then North 60-3/4° East 29,59 chains to the beginning

29. Cherokee County Deed Book 2G, Cherokee County Courthouse,
Gaffney, 5.C., p. 399, Subseqguent Cherokee County deed books cited
are also found in the county courthounse, The deed was not recorded
until September 14, 1929, Cherokee County had been constituted and
organized in 1897, and included lands which had been in Spartanburg,
York, and Union counties. Arminta Bell Ellison Martin, the widow of
G. Lee Martin, usually signed her name A. B. Martin.

30. Cherokee County Deed Book X, p. 329.
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corner. Excluded was the one-acre tract reserved by James H.
Ezell in his deed to G. Lee Martin, dated December 16, 1887, "as
goverument land avound the Cowpens Monument on the Cowpens battle-
ground." 31

d) The Jolleys Sell Their 19-2/3 Acres

B, Z. and Leona Jolley om January 5, 1925, sold to
W, J, Davis for $3,000 their 19-2/3-acre tract on both sides of
the Mills Gap Road, bounded on the north by lands belonging to
V. E. Hatchette and on the scouth by lands of Boyce Martin.

In marking the boundary, the surveyor began at a stake (Boyce
Martin's corner); then ran a line North 25-1/49 West 5.53 chains
to a pine knot; then South 76° 54' West 28.05 chains to a stake
{V. E. Hatchette's corner}; then with Hatchette's line South
16% 30' East 8.40 chains to a stake (Boyce Martin's corner); and
then with Martin’s_line North 71-1/40 East 28.92 chains to the
beginning.

W. J. Davis died in April 1926, and when his heirs parti-
tioned the estate in January 1929, thistract was deeded to Rosa
Davis Lamb, For details of the division of the Davis estate, the
reader is referred to the section titled, "The Partition of the
Davis Property."

e¢) The U.S. Govermment's Cowpens Monument
Tract

On July 10, 1930, to facilitate comstruction of a United
States memorial, Boyce Martin and his mother sold to the Daniel
Morgan Chapter, Daughters of the American Revolution, for $1,000,
a li-acre tract. The lot was part of the tract conveyed to
Martin by his sisters and his brother on July 21,-1920, and lay
at the intersection of South Carolina Highway 11 and the Cowpens
road,

In marking the boundary, the surveyor began at am iron pin
on South Carclina Highway 11 and ran a line North 31%° West 473
feet; then South 71%C West 20 feet to the Cowpens road; then
with the Cowpens road South 75° East 489 feet to an iron pipe;

31. Cherokee County Deed Book 3J, p. 280,

32, Cherokee County Deed Book 2B, p. 481,
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and then South 66%° East 220 feet to an iron pipe on South
Carolina Highway 11, the beginning corner.

The Daniel Morgan Chapter, Daughters of the American Revo-
tution, in turn conveyed to the United States on November 18,
1930:

All that lot or parcel of land in Morgan Township, in
Cherokee County, in the State of South Carclina, at
the intersection of State Highway No. 11 leading from
Gaffney, §.C. to Chesnee, §.C. with the public troad
leading from Cowpens, S.C. by the Cowpens Battleground
to Chesnee, situated between the two highways at their
intersection: BEGINNING at an iron pipe on the West
side of Highway No. 1l- 410.7 feet in a southwesterly
direction from said intersection, amd rumming thence

S 66-15 W for 194,3 feet to an irom pipe on East side
of the public road leading from Cowpens, S5.C. to
Chesnee, S5.C. thence with the public road N 7-30 W
424.7 feet to an iron pin on East side of said public
road; thence N 71«30 E for 20 feet to an ixon pin on
West side of State Highway No. 11; thence with the
said Highway 5 31-30 E for 410.7 feet to the beginning
corner, containing one (1) acre. 4

f) Boyce Martin Sells 6.10 Acres to His Sister

Boyce Martin, on October 23, 1930, scld a 6.10-acre tract to
Lillie Mae Scruggs for $5. In marking the boundary, the surveyor
began at a stake (Rosa Davis Lamb's cormer) east of the Mills Gap
Road (South Carolina Highway 11); then ran the line South 71°
West along the line of Lamb's property 28,92 chains to a stake at
the corner on the west side of the highway; then South 16%°
East 2.80 chains to a stake; then North 70° to a stake on Boyce
Martin's line, 1.70 chains from the beginning corner; and then
North 25%° West 1.70 chains to the point of beginmning.33

g) Boyce Martin Buys His Mother's Real Estate

On October 1, 1946, Mrs. Arminta Bell Martin conveyed two
tracts to her son Boyce Martin for $500.

33. Cherokee County Deed Book 2H, p. 122
34, Cherokee County Deed Book 2K, p. 114,
35. Cherokee County Deed Book 2H, p. 188.
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Tract A, 22.6 acres (part of the G. Lee Martin estate), lay onm
both sides of the Mills Gap Road, and was bounded on the north by
the Davis estate, and on the west by V. E. Hatchette's property.
Excluded was the one-acre tract deeded by James H, Ezell in 1856
to the Washington Light Infantry.

The second tract was about 2 acres, and had been sold to
"A. B." Martin by W. H. Champicn on Februaxy 21, 1901, for $550.
This lot, adjoining the Washington Light Infantry monument tract,
began at a stake on the Cowpens-Clifton Read and ran North
5941/2° East 2.35 chains to a stone; then South 32-7/8%° East 2.18
chains to a stake on the monument tract; then with said line
South 53-1/2° West 1.17 chains to a stonej then with the monument
‘1ine South 32-7/8% East 3.23 chains to a cornexr of the monument
tract; then 4.18 chains to a stake on Elizabeth Blackwell's
property; then with her line South 59-17/2° West 4,25 chains to
the Cowpens-Clifton Road; and then with the road 7 chains to the
beginning corner, 36

h) General Price's.37-1/3 Acres

General V. Price, a son of Wofford and Rhody Price, was born
in the Mayo community, and when he was four years old his family
moved onto a farm across from Champion's store, 2 miles southeast
of the battleground, In November 1931 he bought Lot No. 4 of the
W. J. Davis Cowpens battleground tract from Rosa Lamb for $1,350.
This 19-2/3-acre tract, the most northerly of the divisions of
the G. Lee Martin estate in 1920, had been deeded to Leona Martin
Jolley.37

On January 19, 1938, Lillie Mae Scruggs sold to General Price
for $250 one-third of the 19-2/3-acre tract conveyed to Boyce
Martin by Lillie Mae Scruggs, "A. B." Martin, and Leona Jolley by
deed dated July 21, 1930, Excluded was the "triangulaz lot" con-
veyed to the Daughters of the American Revolution in 1930 as a
site for the United States Government's Cowpens Monument.

The boundary of the 6.10-acre tract scold to Ceneral Price
by Lillie Mae Scruggs began at a stake (the former cormer of the
Rosa Lamb property) on the east side of South Carolina Highway 1l;

36, Cherckee County Deed Books B, p. 1505 37, p. 2803 and
E, p. 116,

37. Cherokee Gounty Deed Book 2G, p. 386.
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then ran South 71° West along the line of the former Lamb property
28,92 chains to a,stake marking a corner west of Scuth Carclina
Highway 11; them Scuth 16%° East 2.80 chains to a stake; then
North approximately 70° to a stake on Boyce Martin's line at a
distance of 1.70 chains from the beginning corner; and then 25%°
West 1.70 chains to that point.

Thomas Caldwell, clerk of the Court of Common Pleas for

Cherckee County, on May 17, 1930, had conveyed to Boyce Martin

an 11-3/4-acre tract that had formerly belonged to J. A. and Rosa
Lamb, On the east this tract adjecined the original Nathan Byars
grant, and in 1826 it was included in land entered under the name
of Aspasio Earle of Rutherford County, North Carolina. Hatchette-
Smith Motor Co. had foreclesed on the Lamb tract, and Martin had
acquired title as the highest and last bidder when it was sold at

public auction.

On January 5, 1942, Martin sold the tract to General Price
for $500. In marking the boundary the surveyor began at an iron
pin on V. E, Hatchette's line; then went North 64° East 21.26
chains to an irom pin (C. J. and J. L. McGinnis's corner); then
South 34° East 5.18 chains to a cross pin on R, E, Scruggs®s line;
then South 64° West 21.11 chains to a pine knotj and then North
25%° West 5.48 chains to the beginning corner. 0

4., The Tench Blackwell Acreage
a) Tench Blackwell Buys 100 Acres

In July 1872 James H, Ezell conveyed 100 acres to Tench
Blackwell for $125. Much of this acreage, which was south of the
Cowpens Monument tract, had been included in the Nathan Byars
grant. The deed was not recorded until after Cherokee County was
organized and Blackwell had died. As recorded, it identified the
100 acres as those bounded by lands owned by James H. Ezell and
Robert Scruggs. The metes and bounds were vaguely described as

38, Cherckee County Deed Book 2T, p. 51.

39. Cherokee County Deed Book 2E, p. 429. Samuel Earle, onm
September 6, 1813, had soid to Aspasio Earle for $500 the 300-acre
tract granted to William Moultrie in 1786 on Bridge Fork of Suck
Creek. Aspasioc Earle in turn sold the Moultrie Grant to Robert
Seruggs, Jr., in January 1828. Spartanburg County Deed Books R,

p. 296; and U, p. 487.
40, Cherokee County Deed Book 2W, p. 619.
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beginning at a post oak (William Scruggs's corner), and running
South 189 25' to a post oak; then South 67° Past 28 chains to a
black oak; then North 15° East 34 chains to a stake; then North
162 West 6 chains to a black oak; then North 45° West 9,50 chains
to a stake; and then to the beglnning corner,

On April 19, 1892, Isaac Williams, husband of the late
Margaret Cudd Williams, conveyed to Martha Champion for $15 his
interest and title in the Tench Blackwell lands on which
Blackwell's widow, Rody, lived., This tract of about 100 acres
‘was bounded by lands owned by D. H. Sprinkle, Wm. Scruggs, Lee
Martin, and others

b) The Blackwell Children Divide the Estate

Tench Blackwell died intestate and his children (Martha
Champion, Margaret Cudd, and George and Columbus Blackwell)
divided the approximately 100 acres purchased by their father
from James H. Ezell more than a quarter of a century befare.

The deeds partitioning the Blackwell estate were recorded over a
12-year period between 1892 and 1904,

Columbus Blackwell was deeded a 25-1/2-acre tract on both
sides of the Cowpens-Clifton Read. The tract was bounded by
property owned by G. Lee Martin and James A. Scruggs, and by other
lots of the Tench Blackwell estate laid off for Margaret Cudd and
Martha Champion. 1In defining the boundary, the surveyor began at
a stake on G, Lee Martin's Cowpens Monument tract and ran a line
South 65° East 31,70 chains to a stake; then North 19- 1/6° East
9,05 chains to a stake; then North 65° West 24.60 chains to a
stake on the west side of the Clifton Road on G. Lee Martin's
line; and then with Martin's line South 59° West 10.90 chains to
the beginning.43

Margaret Cudd was decded the 25%-acre lot bounded on the
nortziast by the Mills Gap Road and on the southwest by Columbus's
lot.

41, Cherokee County Deed Book E, p. 492,
42, 1Ibid., p. 470.

43, Cherokee County Deed Book P, p. 245,

44, Cherokee County Deed Books P, p. 245; E, p. 471 and
H, p. 308; Cherokee Court of Common Pleas, File 1609, Cherckee
County Courthouse, Gaffney, 5.C.
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Martha Champion was deeded the 25-1/2-acre lot adjoining
Columbus's lot on the south, Marking the boundary, the surveyor
began at a post oak (now down) and ran a line South 2-4/5° West
8,30 chains to a small black gum; then South 65° East 29.85
chains to a stake; then North 14-1/6% East 8.35 chains to a
stake; then North 65° West 31.70 chains to a stake; and then
South 59° West 68 links to the beginning cormer. The lot, like
Columbus's, was divided by the Cowpens-Clifton Road .4

George Blackwell was deeded a 25-1/2-acre lot on both sides
cf the Cowpens-Clifton Road, bounded by lands of James A. Scruggs,
Mrs. Davis, the estate of William Scruggs, and Columbus Blackwell's
lot. Im establishing the metes and bounds, the surveyor began at
a post oak and ran a bearing with Mrs. Davis's linme South 659
BEast 27 chains to a stake; then North 19«1/6° East 9.05 chains to
a stake; then North 65° West 29,84 chains to a black gum; and then
with the line of the William Scruggs estate South 2-4/5° West 9,80
chains to the beginning.

¢) The George Blackwell Lot

On February 18? 1901, George Blackwell sold his lot to John T.
Cabaniss for $250.%’ Twenty-two months later, Cabaness sold the
lot to Martha Champion for the same price.

d}) The Martha Champion Lots

The purchase of the George Blackwell lot gave Martha Champion
possession of onc-half, or more than 50 acres, of her father's
estate. Her husband, General M, Champion, besides owning a store,
held title to considerable acreage in Morgan Township. General
Champion died in February 1910. By the terms of his will, he left
his estate, both personal and real, to his widow during her life-
time. At her death, a 30-acre tract would be inherited by Elijah
Robbins, and the remainder of the estate would be bequeathed to
Broadus Dewey Robbins .49

45, Cherokee County Deed Book E, p. 473,
46. Cherokee County Deed Book C, pp. 436-37.
47. Cherokee County Deed Book E, p. 107.

48, Ibid., p. 647.

49, Last Will and Testament of G, M. Champion, Clerk of the
Probate Court, Cherokee County Courthouse, Gaffney, 5.C. A copy
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Martha Champion survived her husband by 6 months, dying in
the summer of 1910, By the terms of her will, her real estate was
bequeathed to her mother, Rody Blackwell. On Mrs. Blackwell's
death, the property was to pass to Broadus D. Robbins, except for
Margaret Cudd’s tract, which she had purchased for Minnie Quinn,
Dolly Sparks, Tench Blackwell, and Rosa, Early, and Settlemeyer
Cudd--the children of her deceased sister.”V.

Rody Blackwell died in November 1917, and Broadus Robbins,
who in accordance with his benefactor's wishes had changed his
name to Broadus Champion, took possession of Martha Champion's
real estate. The young man, to fund his agricultural interests
in the post-World War I years, borrowed heavily.

In April 1921 he agreed to convey to John W. Righy and
A. M, Faison on June 23 two tracts aggregating 90% acres, one
of which was the Blackwell tract, bounded by property belonging
to James A. Scruggs, Davis Sprinkle, Columbus Blackwell's widow,
and others. For this acreage, Rigby and Faison were to pay
55,500 and to assume the mortgage thereon. The land had been
willed to Broadus by his foster parents.

The two tracts were conveyed as stipulated.51 A. M. Faison,
G, M, Swift, L. L. McDowell, and John M. Righy, as trustees,

of Champien's will is found in the Appendices. Champion, at his
death, owned five tracts in Morgan Township: Tract A, about 51
acres on the Rutherfordton Road, bounded by lands of R. D, Scruggs,
George Moore, and others; tract B, 395 acres on the headwaters of
Island Creek and on the Mills Gap Road, bounded by lands of James
A, Scruggs and others, which had been deeded to Champion by A. Y.
Wilkins; tract C, 4% acres on the Cowpens-Clifton Road, bounded

by property of Joe Price, Wofford Price, and Evans and William
McCraw; tract D, a three-acre lot on the aforementioned road,
bounded by land owned by George Blackwell, C, C. McDaniel, and
others; and tract E, a one-acre lot where Champion's house and
store were located, beunded by property of C. C. McDaniel and
Wofford Price. Appraisement of Real Estate, G. M. Champion's Pro-
bated Estate, Clerk of the Probate Court, Box 7, Package 42,
Cherokee County Courthouse, Gaffney, S.C.

50. Last Will and Testament of Martha Champion, Clerk of
the Probate Court, Box 8, Package 10, Cherokee County Courthouse,
Gaffney, 5.C.

51. Cherokee County Deed Book V, p. 397.
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conveyed to A, W. Montgomery on July 27, 1921, for $3,391.70 the
52.18-acre Blackwell tract bounded by lands belonging to

James A. Seruggs, D, H, Sprimkle, the widow Blackwell, and others.
The tract was on the Cowpens-Clifton Road. In tracing the bound-
ary, the surveyor began at a pine knot; then ran a line South

652 50' East 810 feet to a stake in the center of the Cowpens-
Clifton Road; then South 65%% East 1,327 feet to a pine knot
corner; then South 20° 45' East 1,165 feet to a stake in the road
(a corner); then with the main public road (today's SC11-58); then
North 64 West 1,415 feet to a stake in the center of the Cowpens=-
Clifton Road; then North 64° West 377 feet to a post oak corneg;
and then North 3% 45' East 1,200 feet to the beginning corner. 2

Fifteen years later, on January 20,, 1936, Z. V. and Cynthia
Jolley, having acquired the 52,18 acres from Montgomery, sold it

to G. C. Scruggs for $2,850,33
¢) The Columbus Blackwell Lot

By February 1936 Columbus Blackwell and his wife were dead.
Because they had died intestate, Johnnie, J. C., General Blackwell,
Ruby Scruggs, and Bertha Henderson, the heirs at law of Columbus,
Laura, Toy, and George M. Blackwell conveyed the 25%-acre lot to
Purnia Blackwell for $635.72 and assumption of the mortgage. At
this time the tract was bounded by property owned by Mrs. Dovie
Davis Scruggs on the northeast, Robert Scruggs on the southeast,
Z. V, Jollez on the socuthwest, and Boyce and Arminta Martin on the

northwest,>
f} The Margaret Cudd Lot

Tench Blackwell, Minnie Lyles, and Dollie Sparks on Febru-
ary 28, 1918, sold to their uncle, George Blackwell5 for $300
their interest in the 25k-acre Margaret Cudd tract,

52, Cherckee County Deed Book Z, p. 115,
53, Cherokee County Deed Book 2L, p. 686.

. 54. Cherokee County Deed Book 2R, p. 126. Laura Blackwell
Queen had died in 1921, George M, Blackwell in 1935, and Toy
Blackwell in 1929,

55, Cherokee County Deed Book V, p. 49.
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Within several weeks, Margaret Cudd's other three children
(Rosa Lee Huskey, and Early M, and Settlemeyer Cudd) brought suit
against George Blackwell. They claimed ownership of one-half of
the Margaret Cudd tract, their uncle owning the other one-half.
In their request for partition of the 255 acres, it was polnted
out that Margaret Cudd's other children (Tench Blackwell, Minnie
Lyles, and Dollie Sparks) had conveyed their interest in the
tract to George Blackwell. The 255 acres, they complained, had
been willed by their grandmother, Mrs, Martha Champion, to their
mother, Margaret Cudd, but at the moment their uncle was in pos-
session of the entire tract, on which he had raised 1,300 pounds
of cotton in 1917,56

The Court of Commen Pleas for Cherokee County ruled in
favor of the plaintiffs, and the tract was ordered to be sold
to the highest and last bidder, with the proceeds to be divided.
The sale was held on December 2, 1918, with W. J. Davis's bid
of $1,975 being accepted by the court,

Accordingly, Thomas Caldwell, as clerk of the Court of
Common Pleas, issued a deed to Davis for a 25%-acre tract, near
the Cowpens battleground, on the Mills Gap Road, bounded by lands
of G. Lee Martin (deceased), J. L. McGinnis, G, M., Champion
(deceased), and the heirs of Columbus Blackwell,?? For the sub-
sequent history of this property, see the section titled, "Davids
Battleground Farm."

5. The E., V, Hatchette Tract
a) The M. B, Scruggs 88 Acres

Twenty years before his death, James H. Ezell, on February 18,
1881, sold to General M. Champion for 5264 an 88-acre tract om
both sides of the Green River (Mills Gap) Road, The tract
adjoined the Nathan Byars Grant (Ezell's home place) on the north-
west, The 88 acres were bounded by a part of the homestead on
which the grantor lived, on the north by Scruggs's land, on the
west by the "Big Survey," and on the east and south by Ezell's
homestead.

56, Cherokee Court of Common Pleas, File 1609, Cherokee
County Courthouse, Gaffney, S5.C.

57. Cherokee County Deed Book G, p. 421.
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In wmarking the boundary, the point of beginning was a stake
{a sweet gum post); then the line ram South 712 West 14.25 chains
to a stake; then North 13° East 40 chains across the Green River
(Mills Gap) Road to a post oak; then South 81° East 37 chains
across the Island Ford Road to a post oak; then South 48%° West
41.50 chains across the Island Ford and Green River (Mills Gap)
Roads to the beginming post.”3

On October 12, 1896, General Champion sold to M., B. Scruggs
for $700 the B8-acre tract he had purchased 15 years before from
James H. Ezell. It was bounded on the north by the property of
R. P.Scruggs, on the west by lands of Johnson and Martin, on the
south hg property of Miles Gentry, and oun the east by Ezell's
lands.?

b) The Hatchettes Acquire the Ezell Homestead

Before his death in December 1500, James Ezell conveyed his
homestead, the 162,85 residual acres of the Nathan Byars grant,
to Columbus Cash, who was "a handsome, hard-drinking, fast-living
man.' When Cash died in 1919, he left as heirs his wife, Susan,
a son, Dr. J, B.,, and a daughter, Nettie, Two years later,
Dr. J. B. and Susan Cash, for $1 and other considerations, con-
veyed their interest in the 162.85-acre Ezell homestead to Nettie,
who had married Vernon E, Hatchette,

In running the boundary, the surveyor began at a stone on

the Mills Gap Road, at a corner of the tract and the 61,15 acres
deeded to Fugene Hatchette by Columbus Cash, and ran a line South
49-1/2° West 13.20 chains to a stake in a pond mnear a sweet gum;
then South 45-1/10° East 12.50 chains to a pine stump; then South
11-1/2% East 15.44 chains across the Spartanburg Road to a stone;
then South 649/10° East 10.16 chains to a stome; then South
29-1/4° 10 chains to a stone; then South 76-1/20 East 12,87 chains

- to a stome in a stump holej; then North 17° West 26.8 chains to a

stone; then North 76=-4/10° East 27.87 chains to a stake; then
North 25° 9' West 14.56 chains to a stake; then North 25-1/3°
West 29.44 chains to a hickory (V. L. Livingston's corner); and
then with the line dividing this property from the lot conveyed
to Eugene Hatchette by Columbus Cash in 1908 South 49-1/20 West

58. Spartanburg County Deed Book RR, pp. 318-19.

59. Spartanburg County Deed Book MMM, p. 736,
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28.10 chains to the beginmning corner, as shown on T. E. Johnson's
1908 plat.

¢) The Hatchettes Purchase 61.15 Acres

On December 15, 1908, M. B. Scruggs sold 61,15 acres of his
§88-acre tract to Columbus Cash for $1,800, The land conveyed was
on the north side of the Mills Gap Road, adjoining lands of
Columbus Cash, George Moore, R. P, Scruggs, J. E. McKinney,

M. B, Scruggs, and the estate of Romeo Martin. Describing the
boundary of the tract, the recorder began at a post oak {now down};
then ran a line South 13° West 17.20 chains to the Mills Gap Road;
then with the Mills Gap Road 21.85 chains to Columbus Cash's line;
then North 49° 36' East 28.10 chains to a stake in George Moore's
field; and then North 75° 36° West 37.71 chains to the beginning
corner. bl ‘

On December 3, 1918, Columbus Cash deeded the 61.15 acres to
Vernon E. Hatchette for "love and affection and one dollar."62

6. Davis's Battleground Farm, 1918-1929
a) W. J. Davis Purchases Four Tracts

W. J. Davis was a newcomer to the community. In December
1918, as the highest and last bidder, he purxchased the 25%=-acre
Margaret Cudd tract. This became the Davis home place.

Eighteen months later, Davis purchased a 24%-acre lot near
the Cowpens battleground from Z. V. and B. B. Jolley of Chesnee,
S.C., for $2,425.63 Until 1914, this property had been part of
the D. S. Scruggs farm. Scruggs had died in that vear, leaving
as heirs his four sons (R, E., J. B., C. L., and J. S. Scruggs),
a daughter Mrs. M. K. McCraw, and the children of a predeceased
daughter.

60. Cherokee County Deed Book X, p. 105.

61, Cherokee County Deed Book K, p. 64l.

62. Cherokee County Deed Book V, p, 379. In 1918 the tract
was bounded by land owned by Jonas Scruggs, Mrs, Sawyer, V.-L.

Livingston, Columbus Cash, and the Romeo Martin estate,

63. Cherokee County Deed Book 2B, p. 480,
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When the estate was partitiomed by the Cherckee Court of
Common Pleas, Mrs. McCraw was deeded lot No., 1, comprised of
24% acres, Mrs. McCraw's lot, the westeramost of the D. S,
Scruggs subdivision, began at a stake {a corner of W, T,
McGinnis's property and lands of G. Lee Martin, deceased); then
ran South 279 East 9,90 chains to a post oak torner (G. L.
Martin's and Margaret Cudd's); then south 88° East 14.27 chains
to a stake; then with the line of lot No, 2 {assigned to J. S.
Scruggs) 18.95 chains to a stake; then South 63° West 21.10
chains to the beginning corner. 4

In September 1917, Mrs. McCraw and her husband, of
Rutherford County, N.C., sold lot No. 1 to Z. V. and B, B.
Jolley for $1,500.62

In 1925 Davis purchased from Leona Jolley and her husband
their 19%-acre lot that had been part of the G. Lee Martin Cowpens
Monument tract. Shortly before his death, Davis added another
28.48 acres to his battlefield farm. The latter tract, which
was purchased from J. W. Martin, had been part of the General
Champion estate,

Champion had bought the tract, which then included 39%
acres, from A. Y. Wilkins. Upon the deaths of General and
Martha Champion in 1910, the tract was inherited by their
foster son, Broadus Robbins Champion. The property was
described as "on the headwaters of Island Creek and on the
Mills Gap Road, and bounded by lands of James A, Scruggs and
others,'66

Broadus Champion, to satisfy his creditors, on June 23,
1921, conveyed this tract, along with the Martha Champion
ptoperty, to John W. Rigby and A M. Faison, Before disposing
of the G. M. Champion tract, Rigby and Faison divided it at the
Mills Gap Road., The 11.31 acres south of the road were con-
veyed by Rigby and his associates on July 18, 1921, to

64. Partition of D. 5. Scruggs Estate, Court of Common
Pleas, Judgement Roll 1293, Cherckee County Courthouse, Gaffney,

5.C.
65, Cherokee County Deed Book T, p. 580.

66. Appraisement of Real Estate, G. M. Champion's Probated
Estate, Clerk of the Probate Court, Box 7, Package 42, Cherokee
County Courthouse, Gaffney, S.C.
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R. E. Scruggs for $9$38.73. The boundary of the tract conveyed

began at a stake in the center of the Mills Gap Read and ran South

16-1/4° West 10.65 chains to a stake, near a poplar; then North
89-35/100° East 15.70 chains to a stake in the road; then North
1/8° East 5.32 chains te a stake in the center of Mills Gap Road;
and then with the,Mills Gap Road South 69% 30' East 13.10 chains
to the beginning.g7

Righy, at the same time, conveyed to J. W. Martin for $2,136
the remaining 28-48/100 acres of the Champion tract. This tract
north of the Mills Gap Road was bounded by lands belonging to
James A, Scruggs, D. S. Scruggs, and others.68

Of the four tracts constituting the W. J. Davis home place,
two tracts--the Margaret Cudd tract and the Leona Jolley lot of
the Cowpens Monument tract--had been part of the Nathan Byars
grant.

b) The Subdivision of the Battleground Farm

W. J. Davis died on April 2, 1928, leaving as heirs a widow
and seven children--F. X. Davis, 48; Ada Davis Richards, 42;
J. G. Davis, 40; Lillie Mae Davis Beason, 37; Olin Davis, 33;
Dovie Davis Scruggs, 30; and Rosa Davis Lamb, 26.

A will drawn by Davis provided for the division of his real
estate. The relevant sections read:

Fourthly, I hereby give and bequeath to my son
F. X. Davis and my daughter Dovie Davis twenty-five
and one-half acres of [Ehé? Blackwell estate, also
twenty-eight and one-half acres of the Dude Martin
lands to be owned jointly by them, except as hereby
provided in Rosa Davis' part.

Fifthly, I hereby give to Rosa Nineteen and 1/3
acres of the land bought of Barney Jolley, on which
I have given an option of five acres to the Cowpens
Battleground Association, which if accepted, she
shall be reimbursed with five acres of F. X. and
Dovie Davis', on the south side of the Chesnee
road, adjoining Bobbie Scruggs' going back to Major
Blackwell's line.

67. Cherokee County Deed Book Z, p. 157; Cherokee County
Piat Book, Cherokee County Courthouse, Gaffney, S.C,

68. Cherokee County Deed Book Z, p. 4l6.
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Sixthly, If the above [Ehe optiog7 is accepted
I want the one thousand dollars applied to my debts.

Seventhly, I hereby give to Ada, twenty-four
and one~-fourth acres of land, bought of Z. V. Jolley.

Eighthly, I give to my son J. G. fifty-three
acres of the Wilson land, ILying [Eﬁ? North and
South Carclina on the east o£7 Ashworth Creek.

Ninthly, T give to Lillie Beason, Olin Davis,
one hundred and twelve acres, known as the Ray lands.

Tenthly, all my property to remain as it now is
for two years, and I hereby appoint my somns F, X, and
J. G. and Olin Davis as executors of this my last
will & testament. This 2d day of March 192669

The heirs of W. J. Davis in January 1929 partitioned the
estate, As provided in their father's will, lot No. 1 of the
battlefield farm was deeded to Devie Scruggs; lot No. 2 to
F. X. Davis, lot No. 3 to Ada Richards, and lot No. 4 to Rosa
Lamb. The widow would retain a lifetime interest in the four
lots.

Lot No. 1 (26 acres) was bounded by lands belonging to the
Major Blackwell estate, Mrs., Arminta Martin, and others. Im
platting the boundary of the '""Battleground Farm,” Surveyor John
B, Cash began at a pine knot on a corner of the Blackwell
estate and then went North 64° West 25 chains to a stake on
the Cowpens-Clifton Reoad; them North 59-1/40 East 20.32 chains
to a pine knot; then North 26-1/4° West 2,24 chains to a post
calk; then South 87° East 8.80 chains to a stake (a corner of
lot No. 2}; then a new dividing line ran South 13° West 16.20
chains to a stake in the Mills Gap Road; then with the road
South 59-3/4° East 2 chains to a stake in the center of the

69. Last Will and Testament of W, J. Davis, Clerk of the
Probate Court, Box 29, Package 12, Cherokee County Courthouse,
Gaffney, S.C, The "Blackwell estate' was better known as the
Margaret Cudd Tract, Barney Jolley was the husband of Leona

Martin Jolley.
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road and R, E. Scruggs's corner% and then with R, E, Scruggs's
line to the point of beginning.

Lot No. 2 (26 acres) in the "Battleground Farm" was bounded
by land owned by R. E. Scruggs, Sr., R, E. Seruggs, Jr., Jessie
Ellison, and others. In marking the boundary, Surveyor Cash
began at a stake in the center of the Mills Gap Road and a corner
of lot No, l; then ran with the road South 39%° East 2 chains to
a stake in a bend of the road; then with the road South 66° East
13.80 chains to a stake in the center of the road and R, E,
Scruggs's corner; then North 1%% East 11.83 chains to a pine
knot; then North %° East 11,15 chains to a stake {corner of
R. E. fcruggs, Jr.); then with the aforementioned line North
87° West 11.70 chains to a stake (corner of lot No. l); then a
new dividing line ran South 13° West 16.20 chains to the begin-
ning.

Lot No. 3 (24% acres) was bounded by lands belonging to
F. X. Davis, R. E. Scruggs, the W. J. Davis estate, and others.
In marking the metes and bounds, Surveyor Cash began at a stake,
F. X. Davis's corner; then ran a line South 27° East $.90 chains
to a post oak; then South 88° East 14,27 chains to a stake; then
North %° East with R, E. Scruggs's line 18.95 chains to a stoneg
and then South 63° West 21.10 chains to the begirming corner,/2

Lot No, & (19-2/3 acres) was bounded by lands of F. X.
Davis, Mrs. V. E. Hatchette, Boyce Martin, and others, and was
situated on both sides of the Mills Gap Road. The boundary of
the lot began at a stake (Boyce Martin's cormer); then ram along
a line North 25-1/4° West 5.53 chains to a pine knot; then South
76% 54' West 28.05 chains to a stake (Mrs. Hatchette's cormer);
then with Mrs, Hatchette's line South 16° 30' East 8.40 chains

70. Cherokee County Deed Book 2D, p. 783, 0On the lot was
the Davis house and a barn,

71. Ibid., p. 794. On January 22, 1929, Davis sold lot
No. 2 to J. M. and Jessie Ellison for $1,300. 1Ibid., p. 795.

72. 1Ibid., p. 777.
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to a stake (Boyce Martin's corner); and then with Martin’s line
North 71-1/4° East 28.92 chains to the beginning corner.’3

b, The Richard A, Scruggs Farm

l. Richard Scruggs Sells a Farm

The property originally granted to William Moultrie on
Bridge Fork of Suck Creek, northeast of the battleground and
owned by Aspasio Earle when Mathan Byars secured his grant,
belonged to Robert Scruggs for almost 50 years. On February 18,
1875, Robert Scruggs conveyed to his son, Richard A. Scruggs, as
evidence of his "love and affection,” a 125-acre tract on Suck
Creek, The bequest was bounded by farms belonging to Drury L.
and R. D. Scruggs, and its metes and bounds were shown on
an accompanying plat. Althgxgh the deed of conveyance was
recorded, the plat was not,

On November 24, 1906, Richard A, Scruggs sold to J. L.,
C. J., and W. T. McGinnis for $2,100 the 126.7-acre tract. The
land was bounded on the north by property belonging to R. D,
Scruggs, on the east by lands of Junius Hicks, on the west by
lands of Columbus Cash, and on the south by D. S. Scruggs's
farm.

In marking the boundary, the surveyor began at a stake and
ran a line South 31%° East 21.75 chains to a stake; then South
60%° West 56 chaims to a stake; then North 29° West 20 chains
to a stake; then North 53° East 42 chains to a stakej and then
North 80° East 10,25 chains to the beginning corner.7

2, The Mc¢Ginnises Divide the Property
The McGinnises in 1909 partitioned the 126.7 acres., W. T,
McGinnis was deeded lot No., 1, J. C. McGinnis lot No, 2, and

James L, McGinnis lot No. 3, as surveyed by T. E. Johnson,

Lot No. L, on the waters of Suck Creek and encompassing
42,67 acres, began at an iron pin (R. L. Scruggs's corner) and

73, Cherckee County Deed Book 2G, p. 386. On this lot,
wast of the Mills Gap Road and south of the Spartanburg Road,
was a residence. '

74, Spartanburg County Deed Book TT, p. ll7.

75. Cherokee County Deed Book J, p. 464,
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ran South 25° 15' East 20 chains to a stake; then with D, S§.
Scruggs's llne North 62-3/4° East 22,78 chains to a stone; then
North 34-2/5° East 22,67 chains to a stake; and then South 560
West 18.60 chains to the beginning corner.?e

Lot No. 2, 41.67 acres, began at a stone on D. S, Scruggs's
line and ran w1th Scruggs's line North 62-3/4° East 17.73 chains
to a stone; then North 34-2/3° West 24.85 chains to a stake on
R, D. Scruggs's line; then with R. D. Scruggs's line South 569
West 17.40 chains to a stake; and then South 34-2/5° East 22,67
chains to the beginmning corner,77

Lot No. 3, 41,47 acres on Suck Creek, began at a stone on
D. 8. Scruggs's line and rap North 62-3/4° East 16.35 chains to
a stone; then North 29-1/6° West 21 chains to a stone; then
North 810 24' West 13.60 chains to a stake; then South 56° West
5.92 chains to a stone by an oak bush; and then Socuth 34-2/5°
East 24,85 chains to the beginning cormer.’8

On March 20, 1918, J. L. McGinnis sold to J. C. McGinnis
for $2,000 lot Neo. 3, the eastermmost lot in the McGinnes sub-
division,’

3. Lot No. 1 is Partitioned and Sold
a) The Lamb Tract

C. J., J. L., W. G, and C. McGipnis, and Palestine Spake
(heirs of W, T, McGinnis) on November 8, 1928, sold to F. X.
Davis for $771.04 part of lot No. 1. The boundary of the
11-3/4-acre tract conveyed began at an iron pin (Mrs. Vernon E.
Hatchette's corner); then went North 64° 21.26 chains to an iron

pin (J. L. and C. J. McGinnis's corner); then South 34° East 5.48

chains to an iron pin; then South 649 West 22,11 chains to a
pine knot; and then North 25-1/4° West 5.48 chains to the begin-
ning corner,

76, Cherokee County Deed Book M, p. 301,
77. Ibid., p. 303.
78. Ibid., p. 302.
79. Cherokee County Deed Book V, p. 598,
80, Cherckee County Deed Book 2D, p. 6064,
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Davis, two months later1 conveyed the lot for $84C to his
brother-in~-law, J. A, Lamb.5! The Lamb tract became part of
General Price's farm in 1942,

b) The McGinnis Tracts

C. J, and C, McGinnis and Palestine Spake,"in consideration
of a partition of land and $2,728.96,"” in November 1928 conveyed:
to J. L. and C. J. McGinnis their interest in the remaining 30,92
acres of lot No. 1., The surveyor in marking the boundary of the
lot began at an iron pin (Mrs. Vernon E. Hatchette's corner);
then followed with her lime North 254 West 14.52 chains to a
stake (R, L. Scruggs's corner); then North 56° East 18.60 chains
to a stake; then South 34° East 17.19 chains to an iron pin
(F. X, Davis's cerner); and then with Davis‘s line South 649 West
21,26 chains to the begimning corner.82

In May 1931 the 30.92-acre W. T. McGinnis tract was divided
by the heirs. G. W. and C. McGinmis and Palestine and W. D.
Spake, for $5 and "'a partition of Land," conveyed to C. J,
McGinnis the eastern one-half of the tract adjoining lands that
belonged to Roy Scruggs, C. J. McGinnis, and others. In marking
the tract, Surveyor John B. Cash began at an iron pin on Roy
Scruggs's line and G. McGinnis's corner and ran a line North 56°
East 9,10 chains with Scruggs's line to a stake; then South 34°
East 17.19 chains to a pin; then 2° 64' West 10.10 chains to a
pin; angsthen North 31° West 16.06 chains to the beginning
corner.

The western one-half of the tract was deeded by the heirs
of W. T. McGinnis te G. McGinnis. G, McGinnis was dead by May
1936, and his heirs (T. T., Clara, and N. J. McGinnis) conveyed
to N. J, McGinnis for $750 their interest in the 15,46-acte tract
adjoining lands owned by Mrs. Vernon E. Hatchette, Roy Scruggs,
C. J. McGinnis, and others. 1In defining the boundary of the
tract, the surveyor began at an iron pin (Mrs, Hatchette's
corner); then went with her line North 25%° West 14.52 chains
to an iron pin (Roy Scruggs's corner); then with McGinnis's line

81, Ibid., p. 802
82. Ibid., p. 671.

83, Cherokee County Deed Book 2H, p. 470.
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South 31° East 16.06 chains to an iron pin; and then South 649
West 11.16 chains to the beginning corner.S®

N. J. McGinnis on ggbruary 1, 1939, sold the tract to
J. B. Scruggs for $900,. Scruggs subsequently sold the tract
to Lucy 5. Martin, who in turn conveyed it to Billy Martin on
November 7, 1954 for $5 and her love and affection,36

E. The George Williams Grant, 1796-1923

1. George Williams Secures a 500-/530-Acre Grant

In August 1796 George Williams commissioned Vardry McBee to
make a 500-acre survey for him on one of the long branches of
Island Creek. According to the certificate filed with the plat
in the office of the Commissioner of Locations for Spartamburg
County, the 500 acres surveyed for Williams were on "Island
Creek, the watters Ztlé? of Pacolet River," bounded on the East
by Edward Williams's 337 acres and on the South and West by the
Matthew Abbett and Robert Lee surveys, The area bounding Georpge
Williams's survey on the north was listed as "vacant land.”

In 1802 this vacant land was surveyed for Daniel McClaren. The
only physical features shown on Williams's plat are Island Creek
and several of its branches.

Five months later, on January 2, 1797, Williams, having
filed the necessary documentation, was granted by Gov, Charles
Pinckney a “Plantation or tract" of 500 acres "in Pinckney

84, Cherokee County Deed Book 2Q, p. 104.
85. Cherokee County Deed Book T, p. 436.
86. Cherokee County Deed Books 4R, p. 242; and 6P, p. 421.

87. Plat of George Williams, Loose State Plats, Bundle 196,
Plat No. 140, South Carolina Department of Archives and History,
Columbia, S.C. Subsequent Loose State Plats cited are also found
in this depository. Edward Williams, George's father, in 1794
had been granted a 327-acre survey on Island Creek, South
Carclina State Plat Books, 1lst Series, Vol. 33, p. 283

34



District on waters of Island Creek of Pacolet River, Spartanburg
County.'" The tract's metes and bounds were shown on the accom-
panying plat,88 a copy of which is found in this report.

2. CGeorge Williams Sells His Land
a) Richard Scruggs Acquires 200 Acres of the Grant

George Williams, in the seven years beginning on Christmas
Eve 1801, divided and sold his 500 acres on Island Creek., On the
aforementioned date he sold to Joel Blackwell about 100 acres,
The acreage was part of the survey granted to him by Governor
Pinckney in January 1797,

The acreage conveyed began at the upper line of the 500-acre
grant and ran down both lines for a complement of 100 acres,89

Blackwell retained title to the 100 acres for a little more
than 5 years, On Januvary 11, 1806, he sold to Richard Scruggs
for 540 the 100 acres purchased from George Williams.

. On January 27, 1803, 13 months after the Blackwell sale,
Williams, who was living in Martenburg District, seld toe John
Parris for $30 a l00-acre tract on "both sides of the long branch
of Island Creek,” The boundary of the tract was to begin at a
post oak; then run South to a stake; then East 90 poles to a
stakeé then North to the old line; and then West to the begin-

ning.

Parris, on March 4, 1803, conveyed to Richard Scruggs of
Rutherford County, North Carolina, for $80 his 100-acre planta-
tion on the east side of long branch of Island Creek." In run-
ning the boundary, the surveyor began at a post oak and marked
out a line North 83° East 140 poles to a red oak; then South 5°
East 143 poles to a chestnut; then South 83° West 80 poles to a
post oak on Parris's old line; and then North 25° West 150 poles
to the beginning.

88, Plat to George Williams, Loose State Plats, Bundle 196,
Plat Neo. 140.

89, Spatrtamburg County Deed Book K, pp. 519-20,
90. Ibid.

91. Spartanburg County Deed Bock H, p. 248.

92. Spartanburg County Deed Beook I, pp. 457-38.
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This deed has special significance, because it is the first
land transaction in Spartanburg District involving Richard
Scruggs. We can accordingly assume that it was in this period
that Richard Scruggs moved from Rutherford County to the
Cowpens.

The 200 acres of the Williams grant purchased by Richard
Scruggs in the first decade of the nineteenth century formed the
core-area of his and his family's Cowpens acreage until 1923,

" b) Matthew Abbett Buys 350 Acres

George Williams, in a deed recorded April 10, 1808, sold
the remaining 330 acres of his Island Creek survey to Matthew
Abbett for $200. The land conveyed was taken off the "lower end"
of the 500-acre tract granted Williams by Governor Pinckney in
January 1797.93

These four transactions left fee title to the Williams
grant with Richard Scruggs and Matthew Abbett, The former held
title to about 200 acres on either side of the "long branch of
Island Creek,” while the latter owned "350 acres'" of the lower
end of the Williams survey of "500 acres." As no legal actions
were filed by Scruggs or Abbett to resolve this difference, we
may assume that McBee, in running the lines of the original

Williams survey in August 1796, had measured 530 acres rather
than 500.

3. Matthew Abbett Conveys 350 Acres to Will Debbins

Matthew Abbett, on March 26, 1804, scld to William Dobbins
of Rutherford County, North Carclina, for $200, "a certain planta-
tion of 290 acres." The plantation conveyed was part of the
500 acres granted George Williams on January 2, 1797, "lying on
both sides of Island Creek."”

In running Dobbins's boundary, the surveyor began at a
chestnut "on the original beginning 1ine" and ran a line South
259 East 112 poles (28 chains) to a red oak on Poole's line;
then South 45° West 174 poles (43% chains) to a post cak on the
southeast side of Island Creek; then North 43° West 30 poles
(7% chains), crossing the creek to a pine on the northwest side

93, Spartanburg County Deed Book H, pp. 30-31.
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of the creek; then North 80° West 40 poles (10 chains) to a red
oak, joining Lee's line; them North 10° East 52 poles (13 chains)
to a stake at the old corner; then North 50° West 90 poles (22)
chains) to a red oak on the old line; then North 33% East 290
poles (72% chains) through the edge of an old field Lo a post
cak on the original line, near the beginning corner; and then
South 25¢ East 164 poles (91 chains) to the beginning. Included
was an "old house and a small improvement,™

Four years later, on April 11, 1808, Abbett sold a bG=-acTe
tract on both sides of Island Creek to Will Dobbins for 43, This
tract was the residue of the "350 acres' purchased from George
Williams. Its boundary began at a red oak (a conditional corner)
and ran South 250 East to a spamish oak; then South 25© West 25
chains to a pine; then North 85° West 24 chains to a hickory;
then North 780 West to a post (a conditional line); and then with

the conditional line to the beginning.

The subject 60 acres adjoined the property on which Dobbins
lived.9>

4., Will Dobbins Sells Qut
a) John Hicks's 30 Acres

Will Dobbins worked his Island Creek farm for more than 40
years., When he sold out, he disposed of his real estate to three
individuals--John M. Hicks, Richard Scruggs, and James H. Ezell.

On January 29, 1842, he sold to a newcomer in the area, John
M. Hicks, for $30, a 30-acre tract (a portion of the George
Williams grant): that "part of the place on which Dobbins' now
lives," on the southeast side of Island Creek, In running the
boundary, the surveyor began at a maple (a conditional corner
between Dobbins's and Hicks's property); then South 24° East 20
chains to a spanish o